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As the November elections approach in Nicaragua, the
Ortega regime has enforced a heavy crackdown on political
opposition leaders, student activists, and businesspeople –
recently detaining six Presidential candidates. In addition to
the candidates, high profile detainees include: two former
under-secretaries of foreign affairs; two former Sandinista
leaders; two former senators; one private sector leader; a
banker; four opposition leaders; a sports journalist; and two
NGO representatives.
The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
defenders, Mary Lawlor, recently called for Nicaragua to stop
the criminalization of legitimate practices, such as peaceful
protesting. She also called for the State to refrain from
initiating criminal proceedings based on “generic” or
“disproportionate” charges.
Forced repression was spurred on April 2018, when the
government provided the green light to police units,
authorizing excessive force during the large demonstrations
against social security reform. The Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights had reported that since April
2018, 328 people were killed, and 2,000 were wounded. In
addition, Human Rights Watch reported that over 108,000
people have left Nicaragua since that period.

The brutal crackdown of protesters, the detainment of political
opponents and the use of intimidation to stem government
dissent dampens any remaining democratic leanings for
Nicaragua. Through these actions, the Government has forced
a pathway for an illegitimate presidential term. Democracy has
been hard won in Central America and Latin America at large.
The region has lived through the obscure times of autocratic
regimes and cannot accept going back in this regard.
Furthermore, these incidents violate the Inter-American
Democratic Charter to foster cooperation and strengthen
democracy within the Western Hemisphere.
We, GWL Voices for Change and Inclusion, urge the
international community, to call for the immediate release of
political prisoners and restore an appropriate roadmap for
free and fair elections to be held on November 7.
We further call on the Government to refrain from further
intimidation of citizens, with special attention to women and
youth, who have been victims of the administration’s political
violence.
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Time is of the essence and action must be taken to preserve
the country’s democracy and to abide by the standards set
within the Inter-American Democratic Charter.
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ABOUT
GWL VOICES
GWL Voices for Change and Inclusion brought
together women who, as part of their individual
profiles and professional trajectories, have forged
significant contributions from the unifying
perspective of multilateral agendas for promoting
humanitarian relief, advocating for human rights
principles and normative policies, advancing
sustainable development, and seeking to lend
solution to some of the world’s most complex
conflicts and challenges.
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Call attention to and
create awareness of the
need to achieve full
gender equality and
empowerment of women
across all ambits of
society and the critical
importance of
multilateralism as a
vehicle in support of this
core objective towards
building more inclusive
and equitable societies.
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